S6      HERBERT BEERBOHM TREE

thinking of it before 1887 (when Stevenson left Bournemouth),
as this letter to him from the great author proves :

" Bonallie  Tower,
" Branksome Park,
" Bournemouth,

" January 2nd.

" DEAR SIR,

" Mr. Henley may have perhaps sent you on a note,
but it was in his discretion; very likely he luis not ; and if so,
why all the better, as fresh study of the problem has changed
my views, and I write now to say that I am in love with the
idea of recasting Robert; keeping the murder, and in fact
the lines of the whole second act, and simply making a now and
entirely comic first act. I believe we have some ideas that
will do well; your proposal was, I think, inspired ; a bettor
subject cannot be imagined; and if the thing he done as it
deserve, an actor should get effects of laughter and of occasional
strength out of it, quite A la Robson, that should bring the .house
down.

" In all matters of arrangement, of course, continue to deal
with Mr. Henley; but may I say that I am persuaded, and so,
I think, is he, that three weeks should be enough to run the
thing together.

" Yours truly,

lt ROBERT Louis STEVENSON*
" H. Beerbohitt Tree, Esq."

I am proud to have it thus writ down that Stevenson thanks
Herbert for an " inspired proposal" ! As to Mr* Henley, he
often came to see us, and we delighted to honour him. Once,
at Sloane Street, he and Mrs. Henley brought with them to our
five o'clock dinner their little girl, well called by them " the
golden chfld," for she was like a ray of light, a being of ineffable
loveliness and charm, whose death, when, she was but a baby of
four, must literally have broken her father's heart,

Many rehearsals and the growing importance of Herbert's
managerial work made the top of Hampstead Heath seem a vary